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Two Paths for Two Seniors

By: Van Heller

 At this point in the year, seniors 
are finding out where they’re going after 
high school. Some students are doing 
what they set out to do years ago, while 
others are still trying to find their beat for 
when the school year comes to an end. 
Shaun Radgowski and Ivy Mendez have 
decided to set out on two different paths, 
both noble and full of challenges. 
 Radgowski has been accepted into 
Yale University to further his education. 
Yale is the second hardest college in the 
country to get into, with an acceptance rate 
of just over 7%. To have a MHS student 
attend an Ivy League, let alone Yale, is 
inspiring to the entire student body. 
 Radgowski is no stranger 
to success. He has had leading or 
supporting roles in many of MHS’s drama 
productions, and has excelled in the music 
department by performing in chamber 
choir. All of these feats, while maintaining 
his valedictorian status, earned him a 
Montville Marvel recently and a spot in 
Yale’s Class of 2020.

 Mendez decided to join the 
Marines last Jan. She first wanted to join 
the Army, but after consulting with her 
recruiter and completing some research, 
she fell in love with the Marines. Mendez 
explained that she will start out with 
four years of active duty, and then will 
be furthering her education by studying 
forensic psychology to use for legal 
services in the military. “If my country 
needs me, then I’ll fight in combat,” 
Mendez explained. 
 The number of women in the 
armed forces is rising. About 15% of the 
entire military is female, including 69 out 
of 976 generals and admirals. Mendez 
enlisting shows that she isn’t afraid of 
joining the ranks with fellow Americans 
to help protect our country.
MHS is proud of both Radgowski and 
Mendez. Their choices represent the kind 
of commitment MHS embodies. 

2nd Annual AP Recognition 
By: Shumoel Zafar
 For the second year, MHS is 
being honored by the College Board for its 
achievement in Advanced Placement (AP) 
classes. MHS was included on the sixth 
annual district honor roll for increasing 
access to AP course work and maintaining 
or increasing the percentage of students 
passing AP exams. The AP district honor 
roll wants to expand the availability 
of AP courses to motivate and prepare 
students. With a second recognition, MHS 
is proving that its students are ready for 
more AP courses.
 The inclusion on the honor roll 
shows MHS’s commitment to excellence 
for future students. When asked what 
it meant to him that MHS was once 
again honored with AP recognition, 
Joshua Archibald, a sophomore in AP 
English, said, “I think it’s a great sign of 
progress that our students’ participation 
in AP classes has increased. AP classes 
are an excellent way to encourage 
critical thinking among our youth.” The 
challenges provided in AP classes help 
students prepare for college. MHS has 
made that opportunity accessible to its 
students and has given students the tools 
to succeed in these higher-level classes.
 The goal of the AP community 
is to help students prepare for college 
level education. To be recognized on the 
AP honor roll, schools need to do the 
following: increase participation and 
access to AP by at least 4 percent in large 
districts, 6 percent in medium districts, 
and 11 percent in small districts; increase 
or maintain the percentage of exams taken 
by African American, Hispanic/Latino, 
and American Indian/Alaska Native 
students; and improve performance 
levels when comparing the percentage 
of students in 2015 scoring a 3 or higher 
to those in 2013, unless the district has 
already attained a performance level at 
which more than 70 percent of its AP 
students are passing.

Shawn Radgowski and Ivy Mendez headed to Yale and the Marine Corps.             Photo By Patrick Caron
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SPORTS
Rifle Team Triumph

By: Catherine Furman and Ashley Weekly

 Montville High School’s rifle 
team has won their division and advanced 
to the state championships for the second 
year in a row. Even though they haven’t 
been able to win any state championships, 
they continue to work hard and look 
forward to another successful season.
  Team Captain, Ben Ducharme, 
thinks that his team’s biggest success 
is going undefeated for two years. 
Ducharme said, “My success comes 
from the knowledge that the team will 
continue to have amazing people and 
great friendships. It also comes from my 
own pride that I feel when I’m able to 
say, ‘My team.’ ” Brendon Hahn, a new 
shooter this season, said, “Being on the 
rifle team is a great experience. It is good 
for getting your mind off of things while 
also learning new skills and techniques to 
improve you marksmanship.”
 The team had 13 members 
this year, but that number will dwindle 
next year as seniors Ducharme, Ryan 
Williams, Michael Hollingsworth, Daniel 

Couillard, Tyler Glynn, and Andrew Hu 
will graduate this year. The returning 
shooters will include Hahn (junior), 
Angelica Rodriguez (sophomore), 
Ethan Couillard (sophomore), Daniel 
Hollingsworth (sophomore), Anthony 
Destefano (sophomore), Ashley Weekly 
(sophomore), and Tanner Driscoll 
(freshman). They hope to continue their 
undefeated record.
   Mr. Rocketto, the rifle coach, has 
been coaching at Montville for 12 years 
and says, “What I like about coaching is 
the teaching. I like working with kids, 
passing on information and skills, and 
serving as a role model.”
   Rocketto has been coaching 
rifle teams for 50 years. He has been a 
coach at Boston University, Quaker Hill 
Rod and Gun Club, St. Bernard High 
School, Grasso Tech, the US Army Squad 
Designated Marksman Program, and 
Montville High School.

Senior Athletes: 
Where to Next?
By: Alex Clemons
 The question on every student 
athlete’s mind is, where to next? Six sport 
teams at MHS have athletes planning to 
play at the collegiate level. MHS is proud 
to see their dreams come true. 
 The football team has three 
athletes furthering their football career. 
The first is Kevin Murtha, who has 
signed a letter of intent to play Division 
1 football at Bryant University. He plans 
to study business while also working hard 
to hopefully gain some playing time as 
a freshman. The next is Troy Sullivan. 
Sullivan has decided to play Division 
3 football at Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute. He plans to study engineering 
and to have a starting position on the 
line. Finally, Tyler Price will have double 
duty as a football and lacrosse player at 
Curry College and plans to study Sports 
Medicine while there.  
 Next is the baseball team. First are 
infielders T.T. Bowens and Jeremy Sagun. 
Both intend to play at Central Connecticut 
State University and both have undecided 
majors. The last player is Isaiah Mack. 
Mack plans to attend Eastern Connecticut 
State University in the fall and to play on 
its baseball team. Mack hasn’t decided on 
a major either.
Other senior athletes furthering their 
careers include Dawson Millbauer, who 
plans to join the track team at Western 
New England and to study pre-law; Emily 
Kewer of the girls’ lacrosse team plans to 
play for Roger Williams University and to 
study criminal justice; Kevin Doherty of 
the boys’ lacrosse team is attending Curry 
College and is studying nursing; Naomi 
Clark from girls’ basketball plans to attend 
Avery Point and to study kinesiology; 
Olivia Fargo is attending the University 
of New Haven to study homicide 
investigation and to play volleyball. 
 It’s great to see these athletes’ 
hard work pay off and MHS wishes them 
the best of luck.

Michael Hollingsworth as he aims down range.                                         Photo By Giannepierre Aquino
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By: Catherine Furman 
 Eight teams gathered in the 
gym and prepared for the dodge ball 
tournament. Mrs. Glover, a social studies 
teacher, organized this tournament as a 
fundraiser for the ECE American Studies 
class field trip to New York City this 
spring. A first-year dodge ball player, 
sophomore Fernanda Reyes, says, “The 
tournament was really fun to play in and 
entertaining to watch. We got to the semi-
finals, but even though we lost, I still want 
to participate in any games that are held in 
the future.” 
 The games became more 
entertaining as they to started to intensify 
because the chances of getting out of the 
tournament became higher.  If a team lost 
two games, then they could no longer 
advance. This made the games become 
more competitive, especially for the teams 
in the loser bracket. If a team was in the 

Dodge Ball Tournament

loser bracket, then one more loss would 
send them home. The stakes were high for 
all 11 teams, and the crowd was just as 
invested in the tournament when it came 
time for the final match.
 During the final game, the crowd 
was going crazy as chaos was happening 
between the final teams. The Untouchables 
team was Van Heller, Dawson Millbauer, 
Nik Strickland, Caleb Sheldon, Sabrina 
Gennotti, and Brooke LaVallie. In the final 
match, the Untouchables played against 
The Average Joes, which was a team 
formed by Joey Satiro, Alex Quidgeon, 
Jamir Johnson, Nikkie Scovish, Austin 
Glidden, and Sam Tulli. The Untouchables 
defeated the Average Joes by winning 
two out of three games. Each student that 
played on the winning team was awarded 
a five-dollar gift card to Dunkin Donuts. 

By: Isabel Orbe

 The US Women’s National 
soccer team (USWNT) is kicking it into 
overdrive, racking up tournament wins 
left and right, and preparing for Rio de 
Janeiro. After its 5-0 victory over Trinidad 
and Tobago during the 2016 CONCACAF 
Olympic Qualifying Tournament 
semifinal, the USWNT clenched its spot 
in the 2016 Olympics this summer. 
The USWNT added the tournament’s 
championship and the SheBelieves Cup’s 
championship to its already impressive 
resume. With five Olympic gold medals 
overall, the USWNT is looking to win its 
fourth straight one.
 The USWNT is ranked No. 1 in 
the world standings above Germany (No. 
2), France (No. 3), and Japan (No. 4). 
Their first seed puts the team in Group A 
(nicknamed the Group of Death) for the 

Strong Alone, Unstoppable Together

Olympics facing tough opponents such as 
eighth-ranked Sweden. In order to give 
the team its best chance at gold, two-year 
head coach Jill Ellis has narrowed down 
her roster to 18 competent players. The 
list includes award winners such as Hope 
Solo, who was awarded with the Golden 
Glove for the best goalkeeper, Crystal 

Dunn, who won the Golden Boot for the 
top scorer, and Morgan Brian, who won 
the Golden Ball for the best player. 
 However, Ellis is coaching a 
younger team with newcomers to the 
roster like 17-year-old Mallory Pugh and 
21-year-old Lindsey Horan, who both 
gathered assists during the qualifying 

tournament. Big changes have been made 
to the line-up because Abby Wambach, a 
six-time winner of the US Soccer Athlete 
of the Year Award, and Lauren Holiday 
are retiring, Megan Rapinoe, a seasoned 
mid-fielder, is recovering from knee 
surgery, and Amy Rodriguez and Sydney 
Leroux, a speedy forward, are expecting. 
Ellis is looking for the Olympic veterans, 
Alex Morgan and co-captain Carli Lloyd 
to lead the rookies on the field.
 The US soccer team that won the 

2015 FIFA World Cup is not the same team 
that’s on the road to Rio, but the younger 
model is following the footsteps of its 
predecessors. Looking to make history, 
the USWNT could be the first team to 
win the World Cup and an Olympic gold 
medal consecutively.

Photo By: Mine Brown

USWNT is ranked No. 1
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Graphic Design III 
is New Technology Course at MHS

By: Van Heller

 Graphic design is a common 
course for underclassmen. According to a 
recent poll, over 70 percent of the students 
who take graphic design are freshmen and 
sophomores. Nearly half of these students 
continue the elective and take graphic 
design II. The Technology Education 
department added a full-year course to 
accommodate students who have stayed 
interested in the subject.
 Graphic design III offers new 
and innovative skills and techniques for 
students with a passion for computer 
editing. Mr. Blanchette, the graphic 
design teacher, said, “The course has 
more depth in subjects like web page 
design, using state of the art applications 
like Adobe Muse, while also teaching kids 
more focused Illustrator and Photoshop.” 
The class works with the 3-D printer also 
in the room for projects that students must 
complete throughout the year.
 Even though there are many 
technology-based courses, students still 
haven’t realized the importance and 

relevance of the classes. Mike Brown 
(senior) has taken every graphic design 
course taught at MHS. When asked 
why he has spent so much time in these 
classes, Brown said, “Because of what I 
plan on for furthering my education, and 
it’s something that sparked my artistic 
mind. Anybody can take the course, it 
just requires some dedication and some 
interest in computer art design.” Basically, 
students can’t take this course just to earn 
a credit; they need to have some passion 
for editing and creating art on a computer.
 Although these higher classes 
have a small enrollment number, the 
students make up for it with their work 
ethic. Brown explained that the classes 
are better off smaller in size because of 
the collaboration between Blanchette and 
his students. Brown says that it’s not just 
a class of lectures and lessons, but a form 
of sharing information and ideas that both 
the students and teacher can build on to 
create intricate models.

Titanic II: 
Coming Soon
By: Megan Henderson
 The Titanic II is finally set to sail 
in 2018, after Australian billionaire, Clive 
Palmer, announced the date was pushed 
back. The work on the ship was supposed 
to start at the end of 2013, but failed to 
begin on time, leaving people to believe 
that the vision was cut short.  
 Titanic II will practically be 
identical to the first ship, which sank in 
1912 after hitting an iceberg. However, 
there are a few differences. The new ship 
will be four yards wider, have a welded 
hull, and have more lifeboats. According 
to CNN, James McDonald, the marketing 
director of Blue Star Line, said, “The 
new Titanic will of course have modern 
evacuation procedures, satellite controls, 
digital navigation and radar systems, and 
all those things you’d expect on a twenty-
first century ship.” The ship will have nine 
floors and 840 cabins. It will be almost 300 
yards long and 57 yards high. The ship 
can hold 2,400 passengers and 800 crew 
members. It will also have a swimming 
pool, gymnasiums, and Turkish baths. 
The new ship is estimated to cost around 
435 million dollars, about ten times more 
than the original cost.
 The original maiden voyage was 
from Southampton to New York. Titanic 
II’s will start in Jiangsu, China and go to 
Dubai in the United Arab Emirates. First, 
second, and third-class tickets will be 
offered like the original ship. However, 
no prices have been announced. 
 Many family members of the 
passengers who died on the original ship 
say that creating a replica is insensitive. 
However, the project seems to have gotten 
an overall positive response. According 
to Belfast Telegraph, Blue Star has 
reportedly been inundated with potential 
passengers. Some passengers have offered 
up to 640,000 euros to take part in the 
Titanic II’s voyage. This project offers the 
opportunity to relive history.

A student showing off techniques learned in Graphic Design.                       Photo By Giannpierre Aquino
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By: Kaylee Kingston

Joggers Joggers Everywhere 

By: Van Heller

 On the other side of the Gold Star 
Bridge in a little Groton neighborhood 
lives an extraordinary woman. Born into 
a poor immigrant family, Gemma Moran 
moved up through the working class to 
become a staple of the American Dream. 
Her father was a mason, who worked on 
such houses like the Breakers in Newport, 
while her clothes had to be made by 
her mother. She started out working in 
mills and factories at a young age, where 
she learned that you have to be a tough 
cookie to make it in the working world.
 From these humble beginnings, 
Moran started her rise to success in her 
home town of Boston. As a teenager, she 
made paper products in sweatshops. The 
horrible working conditions led to Moran 
and other immigrant workers to form 
a union and rise up against the abusive 

A Connecticut Chronicle: Gemma Moran 

employers. She became the founder of 
the Catholic Labor Union in 1949, and 
then Moran created United Way in Conn., 
where she was president for 42 years.
 The United Way is an organization 
that consists of volunteers helping out in 
their communities. Last year, United Way 
served over two million pounds of food 

to the needy. According to Moran, “You 
can’t solve problems on an empty belly.” 
Moran preaches small mottos like that her 
work is “a labor of love,” and “the key 
to living is giving.” The hard work she 
has given over the years hasn’t put any 
strain on her. Moran is grateful for how 
successful United Way has become in the 

area. Thanks to the army of volunteers, and 
donations from individuals, communities, 
and industries, United Way has helped so 
many lives in Connecticut.
 Moran continues to have the spirit 
of the innovative young lady that started 
this charity. A homemade scrapbook 
displays her sometimes hard, but also 
rewarding life. She met people like 
President John F. Kennedy, and Jesse 
Jackson, the Prime Minister of Israel, 
Golda Meir, and Hubert Humphrey, 

who heard her story and had to meet 
her. In addition, she participated in the 
committee for the presidential candidate 
Adlai Stevenson. 
 Moran wants to share the 
importance of finding time to give back.

 Joggers are the old fad that’s 
coming back for a revival in 2016. These 
cuffed sweatpants are everywhere and 
people are buzzing all over about it.
 These pants originated from the 
famous MC Hammer pants that fanned 
out in the middle like an airbag. Sneaker 
heads, another word for people that 
collect and obsess over shoes, wore them 
to flaunt their prize possessions. A lot of 
brands are now making them out of chino 
or wool but, the fleece/terry version is still 
very popular. 
  Most people wear them for the 
comfort of the sweatpants affect. But, 
they don’t make you look formal or 
‘cleaned up.’, which most people strive 
for in today’s society. Joggers aren’t worn 
just for the comfortableness though, it’s a 
fashion statement now. The cuffs and the 

convent string ties make it easy to wear 
but somehow attractive. The real reason 
for joggers is originally for, ironically, 
jogging and other sports. More people 
are now wearing sportswear even if they 
don’t have any interest in working out or 
sports so, this helps boom the fad of these 
‘sporty’ sweatpants. 
 Some people hate this new trend. 
“I think joggers are kind stupid. It’s also 
really annoying when people wear them 
24/7. You look lazy and just gross. They 
look like a diaper.” Elizabeth Whitney 
stated against the whole joggers trend. 
But, like every other trend, it will die. The 
blogs are already dying off this jogger’s 
frenzy. However, there’s always going to 
be that one person who never kills it fully. 

Photo By: Giannpierre Aquino

“the key to living is giving.”
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OPINION
Van’s Culinary Corner: 
Muddy Waters Café

By: Van Heller

 Right off the sidewalk of Bank 
Street in New London stands Muddy 
Waters Cafe. This small restaurant is one 
of my favorite places to go when I want 
breakfast or lunch to kick off the day. 
The place just looks enticing; you walk 
into the hustle and bustle of the workers 
making different caffeine beverages, and 
bell jars display their endless supply of 
Danishes and custards. 
 With plenty of comfy seats to 
choose from, Muddy Waters can fit any 
party, whether you’re bringing a date 
or a whole crew of people. I sat in what 
looks like a Victorian-styled love seat, 
while traditional and Tuscan seats are also 
available. The different styles of seating 
don’t match each other, but here it looks 
good.
 I decided to order their breakfast 
sandwich. The sandwich had egg, tomato, 
spinach, and a slice of cheese in between 
an everything bagel. It was delicious and 
filling. I washed down the sandwich with 
a sweet latte from their endless list of 
caffeinated drinks. 

 It’s easy to come to Muddy Waters 
for a quick bite, but it can easily turn into 
an hour and a half of games, laughs, and 
great conversations. The staff is so inviting 
that you feel like a welcomed guest.
 Once the weather gets a little 
warmer, Muddy Waters is an ideal spot 
for having breakfast or lunch on its porch 
and enjoying a great view of the Thames 
River. 
 I’ve been a regular of Muddy 
Waters since I was 11-years-old, and 
if you go there at least once you’ll see 
the reasons to come back. The food is 
flavorful, the environment is relaxing, 
and the workers make it feel like you’re 
leaving a friend’s house instead of just a 
regular coffee shop.
 My personal photographer and 
I looked at each other as we left both 
thinking the same thing: we need to come 
back.

“Revamp School 
Events” Response
By: Student Gov President
 The article in the last issue 
highlighted the unfortunate cancellation 
of the 2016 Winter Ball, a “Dance through 
the Decades.” It suggested that the theme 
was an unpopular choice among the 
student body, and proposed the solution to 
“take a closer look at its event planning 
and take the thoughts of the students into 
consideration...Clubs need new ideas to 
wake up the student body” (Whitney). 
The Dance through the Decades was 
precisely that, a new idea that was tried 
out to engage students’ interest. Clearly, it 
failed. The question is, why? 
 Student government, the club 
that organized the dance, is open to all 
members of the student body. Its primary 
focus is planning school events such as 
the seasonal pep rallies, Homecoming and 
other dances, and Spirit Week. It offers a 
chance for students in all grades to share 
their opinions and ideas in order to make 
the events enjoyable. The club is run in a 
democratic style, ensuring that everyone 
has the opportunity for his or her voice to 
be heard. 
 If students have a complaint about 
school dances, whether they felt that “they 
force you to listen to hip-hop” (Kingston 
qtd. in Whitney) or that “the dances can get 
boring and I don’t like the theme” (Talley 
qtd. in Whitney), they can bring those 
concerns to student government, who 
will work together to create a solution. 
For example, had students attended the 
dance’s planning meetings, they could 
have voted on or suggested a different 
theme, rather than just settling for staying 
home. 
 Ultimately, the dance failed 
because of students’ unwillingness to 
participate in school events or to contribute 
to their planning. If kids are unhappy 
with the events, rather than staying home 
or complaining, they should take the 
initiative to offer their vote and propose 
their ideas in the planning of events.

The view as you enter Muddy Waters Cafe.                                                              Photo By Patrick Caron
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By: Elizabeth Whitney

Fuller House: Full of Changes

By: Megan Henderson

 Screaming fans, the smell of 
hairspray, and many excited cheerleaders 
filled Waterford High School’s gymnasium 
at the Eastern Connecticut Conference 
(ECC) cheerleading competition. 
Something was missing though. Two-time 
small division champion, Saint Bernard-
Norwich Tech team, was not there to 
defend its title.
 In late October, the cheer team 
received devastating news. Saint Bernard-
Norwich Tech would not be allowed to 
compete at ECCs as a co-op. In order for 
a school to compete as a co-op, the coach 
needed to fill out an application and be 
approved. The Saint Bernard’s coach was 
told after the application deadline that 
she would need to fill out another one. 
Honestly, it makes no sense to me.  The 
final decision was voted on by high school 

Saint Bernard Cheer Ineligible For ECCs

athletic directors in the ECC. 
 With only one student from Saint 
Bernard on the cheer team, they would not 
be able to compete as an individual school. 
Norwich Tech and Saint Bernard’s athletic 
directors decided there was no point in 
allowing the two schools to cheer just for 
basketball if they were not competing. 
Because of the decision, Norwich Tech 
does not have a cheer team for the winter 
season. In my opinion, the whole situation 
was very unfair. The team has worked 
exceptionally hard the past two seasons. 
They’ve topped the small division two 
times in a row. This year it could have 
been a third. I witnessed how upset the 
cheerleaders were. Mia Shallcross, senior 
at Saint Bernard School, said, “Yes, I was 
very upset… Us upperclassmen that have 
worked hard for three to four years were 

ready to work for a three-peat this season 
and that chance was taken away from 
us. And for three of us our last chance to 
compete ever was taken away by all of 
this.” She told me how heart-broken she 
was that she would not be able to compete 
again. Kyla Howard, a junior, said, “They 
separated a family. Bonds aren’t created 
as easily during football season. It’s 
competition seasons with all the blood, 
sweat, tears, and in the end victories, that 
really bonds a team and creates a family. I 
just wish we could have at least had a say, 
but we weren’t given that opportunity.” 
Many cheerleaders only looked forward 
to competing. It was what they loved to 
do. When asked what her favorite thing 
about competing was Bailey Lyons, 
junior at Norwich Tech, said, “The [cheer] 
community and the rush I felt on the mat.

 All 13 episodes of “Fuller House” 
were released February 26 – and I can 
gladly say that I watched them all in a 
three-day time span. There were a lot of 
changes; some were good and some were 
bad. In the beginning, I was prepared to 
belt out the theme song that I adored in 
the original series. You can imagine my 
baffled expression when it was sung by 
a different person and even the tune was 
slightly different.
 The beginning, where all of 
the main characters were reintroduced, 
seemed really awkward and forced. The 
jokes weren’t really that funny, except 
for some of the jabs that were pointed to 
the absent Michelle. I didn’t mind these 
setbacks too much, especially because I 
was busy squealing in delight about Uncle 
Jesse still being as hot as he was in the 
first episode of the original series. 

 The jokes got better as the series 
went on, and I found myself enjoying it. 
I’m sure I looked like a crazy person as 
I kept clicking for the next episodes and 
using the excuse of “it’s for research” to 
justify it. “Fuller House” is still centered 
on family values and the struggles that 
are realistic in an actual family. Some 
of the solutions, like the group hugs that 
the uncles had, stuck in the new series. 
In some cases, the characters even have 
flashbacks to certain moments in “Full 
House,” and similar remakes in “Fuller 
House.” 
 The revival series is not as good as 
“Full House,” and, in my opinion, it will 
never be as good as my beloved childhood 
TV show. However, when season two is 
released, I can promise that I’ll binge 
watch those episodes in delight as well. Photo By: Patrick Caron
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WORLD NEWS
MHS is Saving Lives 

By: Lilly Pastrana 

 The MHS student government 
has once again organized their annual 
blood drive, allowing students 17-years-
old and older to donate blood to those in 
need. The Red Cross staff set up in the 
gymnasium and there was a constant flow 
of students and teachers ready to help save 
lives. MHS exceeded its goal and donated 
43 pints of blood. Every pint of blood 
donated can save three lives.
 Before donating blood, each 
student was required to pass a brief health 
examination. During this examination, the 
members of Red Cross took the student’s 
pulse, blood pressure, and checked his 
or her iron levels. The students that 
gave blood needed to be in good general 
health. According to a Red Cross member, 
students needed to meet height and weight 
requirements to donate blood as well as 
pass the “stop sign.” This sign had other 
requirements like prohibiting anyone 
who traveled out of the U.S. within the 
past year to make a blood donation. The 
donated blood was sent to a laboratory 

in Farmington where it will be further 
examined before given to patients. The 
blood donations will be sent to many 
different hospitals across the state of 
Connecticut.
 Members of student government 
were offering snacks to the people that 
were donating blood throughout the 
school day. The members had a table 
filled with food and refreshments for 
when the donation process was over, so 
donators could avoid feeling lightheaded 
throughout the day. There were also many 
student volunteers who assisted donators 
to walk and watched over them.
According to Ms. Piezzo, one of the 
student government advisors, the blood 
drive is annually organized by the student 
government members. The members, 
including President Abby Baukus and 
Secretary Karishma Chouhan put a lot 
of time and effort into organizing this 
successful blood drive. Many students at 
MHS participated in the drive and helped 
save 129 lives.

Fascism  museum in 
Predappio
By: Kaylee Kingston 
 Italian citizens have been 
planning on building a museum on the 
history of fascism. These citizens plan to 
build it in Predappio, the hometown of the 
Italian dictator Benito Mussolini. The idea 
of creating this museum has been stirring 
a lot of controversy. 
  Many Italians are critical of this 
project because they fear the museum 
may become a place to worship Adolf 
Hitler. Giorgio Frassineti, the mayor of 
Predappio, told CNN, “In Italy we tend 
to associate the term museum to some 
form of celebration, but our project by 
no means intends to celebrate fascism or 
Mussolini, that’s why I’d rather call it a 
research and documentation center.”
 Antonio Funiciello, the new 
leader of the Democratic party, said that 
the government had interest in this center. 
He also stated that the government wants 
the center to be focused on the first half 
of the twentieth century, and not just the 
history of fascism. “It will include the 
fascist period, and will be the first such 
center and museum in Italy to examine the 
history of fascism,” said Funiciello.
 Project managers plan to locate 
the museum in Casa del Fascio (House of 
Fascism), which is less than a mile away 
from Mussolini’s tomb. The plan is to 
make this all happen in early 2019. The 
projected cost is about 5.6 million dollars 
in U.S. currency. La Repubblica, an Italian 
newspaper, stated that the remaining funds 
would come from the Italian government 
and local institutions.  
 Thousands of people gather in 
Predappio three times a year to celebrate 
Mussolini and his birth and death. 
Frassineti hopes the museum will be 
a detraction from the town’s dictator 
connection. “Every year Mussolini 
worshipers flock to the city. The center 
would help us take the town from their 
hands and make it a place of research and 
reflection,” he told CNN. 

Joel Greenwood and Alex Clemons support Noelani Gonzalez at the blood drive. Photo By  Josh Anderson
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By: Alex Clemons 

Teen Dating/Domestic Violence Awareness at MHS

By: Mari De La Cruz

 It is definitely not “Yeezy Season” 
for hip-hop rapper Kanye West. On 
February 13, West tweeted on Twitter that 
he has accumulated a 53 million personal 
debt. Two days later, he tweeted more 
information about his debt. “I don’t have 
enough resources to create what I really 
can…,” West said, “…but I need access 
to more money in order to bring more 
beautiful ideas to the world.” 
 Another tweet said, “My dreams 
brought me into debt and I’m close to 
seeing the light of the day…” West’s 
“dreams” have been noted to be his 
admiration and persuasion in the fashion 
industry. The tweets show how cruel 
and difficult the fashion industry can be.  
The industry includes large numbers of 
investments, which could possibly result 
in receiving nothing in return.

Kanye in Debt

 West hasn’t always been the one 
to be on the lookout for help, but this 
situation has encouraged him to contact 
billionaires to invest in his ideas. “Mark  
Zuckerberg  I  know  it’s  your  bday  but  
can  you  please  call  me  by  2mrw,”  
he tweeted. Zuckerberg responded with 
“Dear Kanye West: If you’re going to 

ask the CEO of Facebook for a billion 
dollars, maybe don’t do it on Twitter.” 
Zuckerberg’s response could been 
mocking West for publicly announcing 
his debt and asking for help on Twitter, 
known to be one of Facebook’s biggest 
competitors.

 The frenzy has caused many 
people to start worrying, and this includes 
fans. Jeremy Piatt, a fan, created a 
GoFundMe page to raise money for the 
debt. “We must open our hearts and wallets 
for Kanye today. Sure he is personally rich 
and can buy furs and houses for his family, 
but without our help, the true genius of 
Kanye West can’t be realized.” The page 
is still open but West’s mother-in-law, 
Kris Jenner, stated on the Ellen Show that 
they will not be accepting the money that 
was raised. She also stated that West has 

a way of explaining situations that may be 
interpreted differently. The debt situation 
is complicated according to Jenner. If 
West is really in debt, it is no lie that he 
can find ways and resources to get all the 
money his dreams require. 

 MHS and the Montville Youth 
Services have collaborated to create the 
Montville Youth Action Council High 
School Division in order to use the 
student body to help create conversations 
involving healthy relationships. Domestic 
Violence and Teen Dating awareness isn’t 
something to take lightly. When, kids 
will reach the age where they engage in 
relationships and become independent, 
it’s important for them to know how to 
handle certain situations, and MHS is 
teaming up to help bring awareness.
 The group has come up with 
ways to get students involved. First is a 
“Wear Purple Day.” Purple is the color for 
Domestic Violence Awareness. Wearing 
purple shows the support that MHS has 
for Domestic Violence victims and in the 
cause to build healthier relationships. This 
took place on March 31.

 Another plan of action is the 
pledge banner. The banner will be titled, 
“Montville Says No More,” and will 
state a pledge that all students and faculty 
will sign promising to promote healthier 
relationships and to end the trend of 
Domestic Violence and the silence around 
it.
 Liveyourdream.org states 
that one of the biggest lies people tell 
themselves about domestic violence is 
that, “it’s none of my business,” but that 
is not true. MHS is making it our business 
to ensure that students are aware that 
healthy relationships are obtainable and 
that domestic violence is never okay 
and never the answer. The Youth Action 
Council is ready to get involved and to 
make a difference in this social problem 
and wants all of MHS to take action too. Photo By: Giannpierre Aquino

“My dreams brought me into debt and I’m 
close to seeing the light of the day…”



Page 10 The ChiefTain

MHS NEWS
Salsa Contest

By: Catherine Furman

 A wide variety of salsas filled the 
cafeteria tables at the annual salsa contest 
held by the World Cultures department. 
Judges roamed the room and tested every 
salsa there was, from fruit salsa to original. 
The participants anxiously waited for 
the reveal of the first and second place 
winners in the original and fruit category.
 Salsa creators were required to 
make a homemade salsa and include 
the recipe that they used. Many of the 
participants’ favorite part of the contest 
was trying to take home first prize. 
Although this can be the exciting part 
of the contest, many of the contestants 
were also excited to try their fellow 
competitors’ creations while the judges 
vote on the winners. 
 Some of the participants saw this 
event as a chance to get creative and add 
some fancy festivity to their dip. Hannah 
Doiron, Caroline Ricupero, and Sarah 
May, a group made up of all sophomores, 
put their original salsa into a red chili 
pepper shaped platter. Including this dish 

added some salsa spirit to their piece. 
Some of the competitors even spent time 
on making personal signs to present their 
salsa. 
 When it was time for the 
winners to be announced, the cafeteria 
became silent and full of excitement and 
anxiousness. The second place winners of 
the fruit portion were sophomores Emily 
Meigs and Amanda Hester. The first place 
winners were Shumoel Zafar and Kiera 
Moran, also sophomores. For the original 
salsa contest portion, the second place 
winners were Matt Chen, sophomore, 
and Renee Truongcao, a junior. Taking 
home first place for regular salsa were 
sophomores, and also twins, Adam and 
Sam Jacques. Each of these winners got a 
bag full of goodies and the bragging rights 
of winning the annual MHS salsa contest. 

Preparing for 
Spring Sports
By: Alex Clemons
 Punxsutawney Phil didn’t spot 
his shadow this year so you know what 
that means… early spring! The athletes at 
MHS are definitely taking advantage of it. 
Spring sports are just around the corner, 
and the players are kicking into high gear 
to make sure that they’re ready for the 
season. 
 The weight room has been 
jam packed since the end of fall sports. 
Lacrosse, baseball, softball, golf, tennis, 
and track participants have been getting 
strong and healthy for the upcoming 
season. Sophomore Amanda Perkins said 
that she has been working in the weight 
room, and that “afterwards me and my 
friend Lexi go out to the softball field to 
hit and field. On some days we even go 
to Mohegan School to pitch.” Perkins 
expressed that she is very excited about 
the softball season approaching. Perkins 
is a small example of the dedication going 
on. Since fall, the baseball team has ran 
plyometrics open to all students every 
Thursday to make sure that they stay in 
shape despite the off-season. Both boys’ 
and girls’ lacrosse teams have started up 
their annual conditioning sessions twice 
a week to get players back in the groove 
of things. Track is the luckiest team of all 
having an indoor season to get ready for 
the outdoor one. With the positive and 
eager attitudes of the athletes, it looks like 
spring is going to be a good sports season 
for MHS. 
 As the cold weather starts to fade 
and winter sports end, student athletes will 
work out more after school, especially 
since the participation and dedication for 
conditioning for the upcoming season has 
already began. Each team has found a way 
to get players involved this preseason, 
and they all definitely got a head start by 
either working out in the weight room, 
conditioning as a team, or playing a winter 
sport to stay in shape. Spring sports are 
ready to get out there and to put their hard 
work to good use. 

One of many fruit salsa dishes tasted at the contest.                                               Photo By Mike Brown
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By: Lilly Pastrana 

 Over the course of this school 
year, MHS has been working towards 
helping students learn how to problem-
solve. In previous years, there has been 
more lecturing in classrooms; now MHS 
is striving towards teaching students how 
to solve problems within their learning 
environment. According to Ms. Moriarty, 
a MHS science teacher, many teachers in 
the science department are moving away 
from formulaic labs and transitioning 
to inquiry labs. “To make this way of 
thinking work in the written world, we 
are working as a school to help students 
better understand and get information 
from written text. This offers different 
challenges in different classes,” stated 
Moriarty. 
 Students are gaining strength in 
problem-solving and learning new skills 

MHS is a Problem-Solving School 

that will be beneficial for them in the 
future. Problem-solving in classrooms 
engage and interest students, instead 
of boring them by listening to lectures. 
Joshua Archibald, a sophomore, stated, 
“Each class has intrinsic problem-solving 
value. In gym, thinking quickly about 
how to most effectively keep the ball in 
your team’s hands is a form of logistical 
thinking.” Mr. Theodoss stated, “We want 
our kids to be good problem-solvers; that’s 
the goal.” According to Theodoss, the 
curriculum is now student-centered and 
with students engaged in more frequent 
group work. Teachers are assigning their 
students multiple-step problems to solve 
independently and in groups. Teachers 
do not all use the same problem-solving 
methods in their classrooms, however 
all of the techniques used are focused 

on teaching students to problem-solve. 
For example, math teachers teach their 
students how to solve multiple-step 
algebra problems, while English, social 
studies, and even science teachers assign 
argumentative essays. 
 One of the ways that MHS is 
teaching students how to problem solve is 
by having kids “mark the text.” Marking 
the text is meant to help people organize 
their thoughts and better understand 
the article or story they are reading by 
highlighting details and circling any 
unknown words. “Marking the text is one 
of the strategies we utilize,” stated Mr. 
Theodoss. Nicole McDonald, sophomore, 
stated, “Marking the text helps me 
organize my ideas so I do benefit from 
it.” MHS is still working towards helping 
their students strive academically through 
the skill of problem-solving. 

By: Josh Anderson 

Humans of MHS: Grace Baukus

How’s the end of your freshmen year 
going?
It’s great and a lot of fun. The classes are 
getting really interesting and the workload 
isn’t too much. My teachers always tried 
making our classes more exciting and 
I just really enjoyed it. It’s just exciting 
that my first year of high school is slowly 
wrapping up.

How is it being in the same school as 
your older sister, Abby?
It’s fine for the both of us. It’s really cool 
seeing her interact with all of her friends. 
We don’t really see each other during 
school, so it works out fine.

What’s it like being a sprinter on the 
track team?
YBeing a sprinter is a lot of fun. It’s really 

different than distance, like my sister does. 
The workouts are really fun for me and all 
of my teammates are great. The coaches 
are really nice. They always support me in 
my events and all they want is to see me 
succeed.

How does it feel being the “face” of 
your sister’s braiding account, “@
AbbysBraids?”
It saves me the hassle of having to do 
my hair every day. It’s really cool to get 
so many compliments on how she styles 
my hair. I really like seeing all the styles 
she comes up with when she’s styling my 
hair in the morning. I find it funny when 
people at school come up to me and go, 
“Oh, your Abby’s little sister! I see you on 
her account all the time!” That shows me 
how great Abby is at braiding hair. Photo By: Josh Anderson
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Guess the Teacher

By: Shumoel Zafar

 An island occupied only by 
rattlesnakes doesn’t sound like the safest 
location. Massachusetts has a plan to 
revive the endangered population of 
timber rattlesnake by relocating them to 
an island, Mt. Zion, in the middle of the 
Quabbin Reservoir. Mt. Zion is off-limits 
to the public, and if Massachusetts’s plan 
works out it will become the home for 
timber rattlesnakes only. The people of 
Mass. are concerned because rattlesnakes 
can swim. No one is allowed on the island, 
but the reservoir flows into well-loved 
fishing spots and hiking trails. Usually 
rattlesnakes stay close to their hibernation 
spots and don’t seek out humans. The 
state’s Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 
employees explained that getting bitten 
by a rattlesnake is very unlikely, but the 
people of Mass. are afraid that the trails 

Rattlesnake Island

around the Quabbin will be shut down if a 
biting does occur.
 Currently, rattlesnakes live in wild 
public parks throughout the state. Tom 
French, the assistant director of the state’s 
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, came 
up with the plan to move the snakes to Mt. 
Zion starting in the spring of 2017. This 
move will allow the species to repopulate 
while keeping residents safe. Some 
residents have many concerns, afraid that 
they’ll have to face timber snakes in their 
backyards. French argues that the snakes 
don’t pose a threat to anyone; the snakes 
will be on a secluded island. Only one 
person has been bitten in the wild by a 
timber snake in Massachusetts in recent 
years. 
 While experts like French respect 
the concerns of the residents, the Mt. Zion 

decision will not change. Meanwhile, 
French and his fellow colleagues continue 
to try to convince the public of Mass. to 
not be afraid.
 The state’s Division of Fisheries 
and Wildlife argue that the rattlesnakes 
were living in Mass. before everyone 
else, but deforestation over the last two 
centuries left little habitat for their deep 
underground nests in the winter. Only a 
few isolated populations of rattlesnakes 
remain, and Mass. wants to change that. 
The plan to move the snakes to Mt. Zion 
is aimed to not only protect the residents 
from the snakes, but also the snakes from 
the humans. 
 According to rattlesnakes.us/
bites.htm only 4,000 to 6,000 venomous 
snake bites occur in the U.S. Usually 9-15 
victims die of the fatality. 

Last issue’s Guess the Teacher was Mr. 
Ouellette. This issue’s Guess the Teacher 
has danced in the rain. Her go-to look in 
high school was a polyester top with bell 
bottom pants. The strangest thing she has 
ever eaten is goat intestines. Her shoe 
size is nine. If she could have dinner with 
three famous people, she would choose 
President Obama, Jesus, and Gordon 
Ramsey at a vegan dinner. Her shampoo 
has a tropical infusion scent. If she could 
combine any two animals, she would 
combine a ferret and a hippopotamus and 
call it a “Frippo.” She would rather have 
chocolate milk than strawberry milk. If 
she could be any animal, she would be a 
cat. If she could have any job for a day, 
she would be a lifeguard in Hawaii. She 
has eaten a snail. If she could be anywhere 
except school, she would be kayaking 
somewhere. Her toothpaste is spearmint 

flavored. The last time she drank from a 
juice box was one year ago. One of her 
favorite hobbies is planting flowers. She 
is not afraid of sleeping with the closet 
doors open. If she could take the place 
of any important person for the day, she 
would choose Bill Gates so she could 
cash in earned money. If she could live in 
any era, she would choose the late 1800s 
because she likes the simplicity of it. Her 
favorite book is “Pillars of the Earth.” 
Her go-to breakfast before school is a 
protein smoothie. Her favorite fairy tale is 
Cinderella. When she puts on a jacket, she 
puts on the right sleeve first. She prefers 
reusable water bottles. Her favorite Girl 
Scout cookies are Thin Mints. She knows 
three digits of pi. She prefers sandals to 
sneakers. She prefers Coca-Cola to Pepsi. 
She prefers water to milk. She prefers 
coffee to tea. She prefers cake to cupcakes.

Photo By: Emily Kewer


